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Ion Mihai Pacepa's commentary
("Propaganda Redux," op-ed, Aug. 7)
fails to consider that, historically.
American presidents are often se-
verely crit icized by their polit ical op-
ponents. Americans love to voice
their opposition-that is what we do
best.

The change in the present genera-
tion of polit ical rancor is the avowed
use ofprocedures to attack presiden-
tial init iatives or appointees. Ameri-
can history instructs us that many
polit icians voiced their opposition
to wars conducted by this country,
but it is hard to affect the sense of ur-
gency evoked in the perils of World
War II. Presidents are not the embod-
iment of  America,  nor are these
present t imes equivalent to the
1940s. Unity has its price and Ameri-
cans are no longer wil l ing to sacri-
f ice their speech to secure interna-
tional approval.

Denrrr H. Ensxrxn
V|lhite Plains, N.Y.

Lt. Gen. Pacepa asserts that "inter-
national respect for America is di-
rectly proportional to America's own
respect for its president," implying
that there is a causal relationship be-
tween domestic crit icism of Presi-
dent Bush and the international com-
munity's esteem for the U.S. On the
contrary, the most logical and
straightforward explanation for the
president's immense unpopularity,
both here and abroad, is widespread
recognition of the inefficacy and
harmfulness of his administration's
policies.

The notion that Americans should
hold their tongue lest they invite in-
ternational distrust of their leaders
is perverse and absurd. Americans
owe i t  to themselves and to the
world to speak out against bad lead-
ership both at home and abroad. Pre-
tending that such leadership doesn't

I ieutenant general: No one in this
world has curriculum vitae adequate
to the job of being president of the
U.S.; and Americans at all levels talk
much about things they do not under-
stand, not having done their home-
work. Reading the Journal-and es-
pecially this fine commentary-
helps to reduce that common defi-
ciency.

Ivew Hrr.r,s
Rockland, Matne

Although one is happy that Lt.
Gen. Pacepa was able to escape com-
munist Eastern Europe and begin a
new life in the U.S., it must be pointed
out that he seems to harbor some mis-
conceptions about the role of the
state in his adopted country. Unlike
in the Communist regimes he once
served as an intell igence agent-
where, as he points out, "the leader is
all"-here the leader and govern-
ment must be accountable to the peo-
ple. We pledge our allegiance to a
country, neither leader nor govern-
ment. Our leaders must earn loyalty
by being, at minimum, straightfor-
ward, truthful and competent.

Jacx Cr.rruxrvreru
Glenview, IIl.

Many thanks to Lt. Gen. Pacepa
for his perceptive commentary. As a
3O-plus-year veteran of the military
and the CIA's clandestine services I
can attest to the accuracy of his ob-
servations. Lenin once termed as
"useful idiots" those whose actions
furthered Communist aims through
their acceptance of Communist pro-
paganda.

The American left and its abet-
tors in the Democratic Party have
fallen into this trap. They cheer and
magnify any battlefield setback
daiiy aefame ttre duly elected leadei
of the U.S. at home and abroad, and
ignore the deadly intentions and ca-
pabil it ies of those who seek the de-

A Bad Korean Trad
Your editorial "Tradin

America" (Aug. 7) makes a
incorrect arguments about
between the U.S. and Korea.
pact ofthe proposed Free Tr
ment (FTA) between the
tries.

You correctly note tha
and South Korea have a hr
ance in auto trade, and that
rea has failed to follow tl
past commitments to recti
balance. But the proposec
not provide any meaning
on this issue. The proposed
allows Korea to maintain m
nontaliff barriers that have
Japanese and European-m
cles out of their market.

World-wide, develope
mies average 4Oo/o market
tion by imported vehicles;
the figure is just 3.6%. Yo
correct to say that Europea.
ers are "doing just fine" in I
rea. No manufacturer from
try-not Ford, not GM, no
not Volkswagen-is allowr
port significant volumes in'
rean market.

The editorial also implier
is supporting the U.S.-Kore
fact, the company has rema
tral. GM's joint venture witl
has allowed GMto import Kor
cles into the U.S., but even v
rean partner, the company is
vented from exporting any s1
number of U.S.-made vehicl
rea.

A serious attempt to deal
imbalance in auto trade bet
U.S. and Korca must requ
measurable action to open
rean market. The proposed l
not meet this test and shou
jected.

Ron Grrrt

United erti


